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of swamp hitherto considered uninhabitable. It is possible
that this was an additional reason for Le Blanc's desire to go
to the Congo, to permit his friend Channel to try his experi-
mental serums on three people of different types, sexes, and
nationalities.
'Not only were we well; we were in what a layman would
describe as radiant health; one of the three serums he used
having tonic properties of the most powerful quality. It has
occurred to me that the professor's potency may have been due
to these injections, since up here where they are no longer
necessary he appears to neglect his wife.
'The baby throve, putting on weight daily, and Olga was
enraptured by it. Motherhood occupied her to such an extent
that she did no other work, except the weekly report, which
was urgent. By this time she had learnt to type.
'The professor's interest in the infant appeared to be more
academic than paternal; though when it died he showed some
signs of emotion. We were out together, measuring and weigh-
ing latex, when a native runner reached us with the news that
the child had been bitten by a snake. Returning to the house,
we found the baby dead, and Olga on the verge of madness.
She was inconsolable, and could not be left alone for long.
Even Le Blanc saw this after her second attempt at suicide.
The interference this caused in our routine was considerable,
for since we were working different sections of the forest, and
the field and office work were inextricably mixed, neither of
us could entirely take over the other's operations. However,
the delay was not serious and our experiments proceeded. We
took turns to go out to our respective areas, the professor going
one day and I the next.
eShe was not happy alone with Channel. Nor was he always
at the Station. He was investigating sleeping sickness, and
leprosy which was so common that no isolation had ever been
attempted, and only when the leper was actually of a terrify-
ing repulsiveness was any action taken. Then he was driven